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Yes, we can

make it if we try

THE EDITOR: As we anx-
woudy look forward o the fi-
nance minister’s presentation
of the 2025-2026 budgel, after
all has been said and done, it is
now all about revenue, expendi-
ture and national prioritkes, This
i the sum total of our expecta-
thons.

Today, hawever, | want to pub-
licly express congratulation to
three local enterprises/institu-
tions, whatever we may wish to
call them. Whatever their short-
comings, we should be justifi-
ably proud as taxpayers of their
success and recognition they are
now enjoying, nationally and in-
ternationally.

« First Citizens Bank under the
leadership of former chairman
Anthony Smart and CEQ Karen
Darbasie.

+ Cartbbean Alrlines under
the leadership of former CEQ
Garvin Medera,

« Pan Trinbago under the
beadership of Beverley Fam-
sey-Moore.

These three enterprises - all
beneficiaries of some form of
taxpayer assistance, all former
victims of mismanagement, po-
litical interference and allega-
tions of corruption - have now
earned both national and inter-
national recognition.

While CAL continues to be
dependent on taxpayers for its
survival, it continues o enjoy
imernational recognition as the
best airline in the region.

FCB has made a remarkable
recovery, caming unprecedent-
ed profits, whatever its shost-
comings. And if there are in
fact shortcomings, we should as
taxpayers be proud of the excel-
bent performance of our national
bank. Ramsey-Moore has finally
turned around the ailing. con-
troversial and sometimes highly
questionable Pan Trinbago, re-
spansible for the management of
our proad national instrument,
from financial paralysis with a
level of unprecedented manage-
menl to financial stability.

It s mow lefi for TUCO, the
Bandleaders Association  and
mast of our unproductive state
enterprises to get in the success
quewe, ball out our new finance
minister and our overburdened
taxpayers, and give the newly
elected government the oppor-
wanity to carefully prioritise its
financial allocations in the na-
tiomal interest. As Black Stalin
said, “We can make it if we try”
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EOC supports Jaipur Foot Centre in TT

Walkmg towards equality

ANNOUNCEMENT
h@ ant Minister Kamla Per-
sad-Bissessar that TT will soon
establish a Jaipur Foot Artificial
Limb Fitment Centre is a power-
ful statement of equity, partner-
ship, and inclusion. It reflects a
deep understanding that equality
is mot achieved through wornds
alone, but through action that re-
stores independence and dignity
to people whose lives have been
disrupted by disability.

The Jaipur Foot Organisation,
known globally for its innovative
and affordable prosthetic limbs,
has transformed millions ol lives.
Bringing this model to our shores
is a prowd moment for TT, and a
significamt milestone for people
with disabilities who will now have
cgess 1o free, workl-class prosthet -
ic services right here 2t home.

This ks maore than a health proj-
et it s a social justice initiative. It
suppaorts the right of every person
to participate fully in society, re-
gandless of physical abslity. It gives
ansputees a chance not only to walk
agan, but 1o work, study, and live
with confidence and dignity.

At the Equal Opportunity Com-
mission (EOC), we uumxly com-
mend the Prime Minister and her
team for advancing this initiative,
which directly aligns with our
mandate 1o promote equality of op-
portunity for all citizens. Under the
Equal Opporiunity Act, “disability™
is one of the seven protected status
grounds, and the ECOC continges
1o educate, advocate, amd inbervene
to prevent discrimination against
people with disabilities in enyploy-
ment, education, accommodation,
and access to goods and services.

EOC

Equal Opportunlty Cnmmission

“When people with dlsahllutles regain
movement, they regain independence.
They can return to work, support their
families, and contribute their skills to

national development’

The establishment of a perma-
nent limb-fitment centre strength-
ens this vision, It reflects a tangihle
commitment to inclusion, ensur-
ing that people with disabilities can
scoess ot just healthcare, but the
means 1o fejoin the work fonce, pur-
swe education, and participate fully
in their commanitices.

We must also recognise the
far-reaching benefits of this profect.
Restoring mobility & not simply a
medical outooene, il isan econamic
and emoticnal e, When people
with disabilities regain movement,
they regain independence, They
can retum 10 work, support ther
farnilies, and contribute their skills
1o national development. This cre-
#es a ripple effect of empower-
ment ard productivity that benefits
the entire country.

Equally imporamt is the part-
nership behind the project. The
collaboration between the TT gov
crnmsent, the government of India,
and the Jaipur Foot Organisation

shows how international co-op-
eration can advance local goals of
equity and human development, It
also underscores the importance of
sustainability; training local tech-
nicians, transferring  knowledge,
and building a cemtre that can serve
futare generatbons,

At the EOC, we see this as part
of a broader national effort 10
build a culture of inclusion. True
equality means not only removing
barriers but creating systermns that
actively support participation, In
that sense, the Japur Foot Cemre
complements other angoing efforts
to make public spaces, workplac-
s, amid schools mose accesstble 1o
people with disabalities.

Employers, too, have an import-
ant role to plag As mare people
regain mobility through the use of
antificial limbs, they should find
open doars in the labour market,
not closed ones. Inclusion at work
benefits everyone, it brings diver-
sity of thought, resilience, and per-
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“When April 23
came, you raised
your deyas high
and called your
leader home.”

= PM Persad-
Bissossar &t Divali
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Siparia

uote

THE DAY

oF

spective that strengthen organisa-
tions and communities alike.

In education, acoessibility must
g0 hand-in-hand with oppostunity.
Stadents with disabilities, whether
physical or otherwise, deserve en-
vironments that support their full
potential through inclusive facili-
ties, adaptive techmalogies, and un-
derstanding peers and educatons.

The establishment of the Jaipur
Foot Cemire is therefone mot just a
miedical achievement; it is 2 momal
and nattonal one. It is a remind-
er that a just society is measured
by how it treats ks most valnera-
ble members. When we invest in
peoples dignity, we invest in the
strength and futre of cur nation,

The Equal Opportunity Com-
mission congratulates Prime Min-
ister Kamla Persad-Blssessar, the
government, and all partners in-
valved in making this initiative a
reality, It is & remarkable stride to-
ward equality, empowerment, and
hape.

Together, let us contine 1o build
a TT where everyane, mprd.lm of
physical ability, has the opportuni-
ty o live, learn, work. and thrive,

Let us celebrale our progres,
acknowledge our chalkenges and
take concrele steps 1o ensure that
every citizen of TT has the chance
1o learn, 1o grow, andd to contribute

Visit wwweequalopporiunily.
gowIr, e-mail us ar
commummicaticns@eoc.govil, or
call 1-868-672-0928 to book o free
workshap for youwr organisation,
report ifiserint inalion or
wictiomisation, or gel supp
You can also follow us on soctal
meelia.




